
FREIGHT + 
COMMODITY FLOWS

As the nation has grown, so has the freight 
transportation industry. Freight transportation 
is an essential part of development, supporting 

population expansion and economic activity, 
enabling dramatic growth and incorporating 
multiple components that employ millions. 
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as compared to airports and other transportation facilities, the vast majority 
of freight that moves in the state and the Pikes Peak region is transported by 
truck. The primary state highway freight network routes in Colorado for trucks 
are shown in Figure 12-2. It should be noted that the I-25 primary freight 
network stops at the south side of the PPACG region, while the comprehen-
sive network is the entire length. Of these roadways, Interstate 25 bisects the 
PPACG region. 

Camino Real Corridor

The Camino Real Corridor, which runs from Mexico to Canada via I-25, is the 
spine of Colorado and Colorado Spring’s transportation systems. There have 
been considerable efforts over the years to ensure that this corridor continues 
to be able to meet its demands in terms of capacity and safety. Major programs 
have been or are being undertaken to improve this corridor through Denver, 
Colorado Springs, Trinidad, Pueblo, and Castle Rock. The North I-25 Environmen-
tal Impact Statement addressed corridor needs from Denver to Fort Collins. The 
final Environmental Impact Statement (2011) can be found online here.

Freight Movement in the PPACG Region

The movement of freight in the PPACG region happens on commercial vehicles 
or trucks. A commercial vehicle is defined as any vehicle with a gross vehicle 
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CHAPTER TWELVE

 s competition grows in today’s global marketplace, 
economic rewards will be reaped by regions that 
actively plan for and pursue a seamless and dynamic 
transportation network. A stated goal of the PPACG A

regional transportation plan is to “improve economic vitality and 
freight movement in the region by enhancing the transportation 
system.”  The weighting of this goal places it among the PPACG’s 
top six transportation planning goals and is consistent with the 
generally accepted understanding that cost-effective freight 
movement is a vital component of economic competitiveness. 
The Colorado Springs area fulfills this goal by being a vital link 
in the regional, statewide, and national transportation system. 
Locally, truck, air, and rail freight planning activities and ongoing 
system improvements are implemented to enhance freight move-
ment and other commodity transfer needs; which lend to the 
region’s economy and aid in its economic competitiveness. 

As the nation has grown, so has the freight transportation indus-
try. Freight transportation is an essential part of the United States’ 
development, supporting population expansion and economic 
activity, enabling dramatic national growth and incorporating mul-
tiple components that employ millions. Air, rail, and truck indus-
tries directly impact the Pike Peaks’ regional economy and play a 
fundamental role in the Pikes Peak area transportation network. 
The 2040 Regional Transportation Plan represents a comprehen-
sive effort to develop the region’s multimodal transportation 
network; however, additional effort is required to strengthen the 
economic competitiveness and attractiveness of the region. Since 
many of these planning elements involve private sector entities, 
their participation in the region’s planning process is encouraged. 

Understanding demographic and economic trends is critical when 
considering long term transportation infrastructure investment 
priorities.  As the population continues to grow and employment 
centers develop and change, freight transportation networks must 
also develop and adapt to new system demands. This chapter dis-
cusses, in general terms, the national and state picture and PPACG’s 
long range transportation plan’s freight and commodity flow vision. 

The most important operational improvement that can be made for truck 
freight movement is maintaining or improving the capacity and operations of 
the key truck routes within the Pikes Peak region. Improvements could in-
clude adding capacity to address gaps in the existing roadway system and/or 
eliminating bottlenecks through congestion management techniques such as 
intelligent transportation systems and national real-time system information 
programs. More information on these is found in Chapter 9: TSMO. 

FREIGHT MOVEMENT

United States Freight Movement 

Between 1990 and 2010, the U.S. population grew by 26%, reaching 313.9 mil-
lion people. Population growth in the West was even more significant, experi-
encing 39% growth over that same period. As the population grew during this 
period, the U.S. economy grew as well, measured by gross domestic product 
(GDP), 70% in real terms (inflation adjusted). In the West, GDP grew by 80%. In 
2012, the nation’s transportation system moved daily an average of 54 million 
tons valued at $48 million. In 2015, freight tonnage movement is expected to 
increase to 55 million daily tons, with an estimated value of $54 million. Fur-
thermore, the value of freight moved is expected to increase at a greater rate 
than the tonnage transported, with freight value increasing from $980 per ton 
in 2015 to $1,377 per ton in 2040 when controlled for inflation. 

The vast majority of freight in the region, state, and nation, is transported by 
truck. At the national level it is approximately 60-70%, regardless of whether 
the share of total freight is based on weight or value. In Colorado and the 
Pikes Peak region the amount moved by truck is 89% and over 98%, respec-
tively. When using the weight of freight to measure movement (tonnage), rail 
is the second most significant transportation mode with a 23% share of goods 
movement nationally.  Rail also ranks second in the Pikes Peak region, though 
it is an extremely small share, less than one-quarter of one percent. Pipeline 
ranks second in the state, moving 9% of tonnage. For both the state and na-
tion, pipelines rank second in terms of value. For PPACG, air is ranked second, 
though less than one-half of one percent of the value is moved by this mode. 
Table 12-1 presents the share of value and tonnage by mode in the U.S., State 
of Colorado, and PPACG region.

The Colorado primary freight network is presented in Figure 12-1. This map 
was compiled by the FHWA and identifies the locations of the state’s airports, 
railroads, roadways, and other facilities.  Also reflected in Figure 12-1, Inter-
state 25 is the principal route through PPACG region and trucks are the dom-
inate freight movers in the PPACG region. By the relative share of roadways, 

Table 12-1. Freight Modal Shipment Shares by Value and Weight

Mode State 
2010

State 
2040

Percent 
Change

PPACG 
2010

PPACG 
2040

Percent 
Change

Air 0.50% 0.60% 0.10% 0.10% 0.10% 0.00%
Rail 1.70% 2.20% 0.50% 0.10% 0.20% 0.10%
Truck 88.80% 90.00% 1.20% 99.80% 99.70% -0.10%
Pipeline 9.10% 7.30% -1.80% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Other 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
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Mode State 
2010

State 
2040

Percent 
Change

PPACG 
2010

PPACG 
2040

Percent 
Change

Air 1.40% 1.00% -0.40% 0.40% 0.20% -0.20%
Rail 0.60% 0.40% -0.20% 0.10% 0.00% -0.10%
Truck 95.70% 97.50% 1.80% 99.50% 99.80% 0.30%
Pipeline 2.30% 1.10% -1.20% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Other 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
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Figure 12-1. Colorado Primary Freight Network
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Figure 12-2. Regional Truck Routes



US Highway 85 

US Highway 85 runs north-south for approximately 9 miles from B Street in 
the City of Fountain to the I-25 interchange in the town of Stratmoor.  The 
road segments carry a traffic volume of 14,000 ADT, with 5% being trucks.  
61% of the trucks are SUTs.

State Highway 115 

SH 115 runs southwest-northeast for about 19 miles from the Teller County 
line to Nevada Avenue in Colorado Springs. An average of 24,000 vehicles per 
day uses these segments, 4% being trucks. Of the truck traffic, approximately 
6% are SUTs.

State Highway 67 

State Highway 67 is a north-south road from the northern Teller County line 
south through Woodland Park approximately 36 miles to US 24. The northern-
most segment of SH 67 has 7,000 ADT, with 4% truck traffic and 63% of those 
trucks being SUTs. The southern segment has a traffic volume of 3,000 ADT 
with 5% truck traffic and 56% of all truck are SUTs.

8th Street

8th Street extends south from US 24 two miles to Cheyenne Rd. At its north-
ern end it has 24,500 ADT, with 12% truck traffic and 99% of those trucks 
being single-unit trucks. 

Academy Boulevard

Academy Blvd. runs primarily north-south from SH 115 north to I-25, a dis-
tance of about 17 miles. East of I-25 at the southern end, Academy Blvd. has 
45,000 ADT, with 7% truck traffic and 94% of those trucks being single-unit 
trucks. North of Woodmen Rd., Academy Blvd. has 27,000 ADT, with 2% truck 
traffic and 90% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. In the middle, north of 
Platte Ave., it has 31,500 ADT, with 12% truck traffic and 96% of those trucks 
being single-unit trucks.

Airport Road

Airport Road extends east from Union Blvd. almost four miles to Powers Blvd. 
West of Powers Blvd. it has 14,000 ADT, with 6% truck traffic and 99% of those 
trucks being single-unit trucks.  East of Academy Blvd. it has 14,500 ADT, with 
4% truck traffic and 96% of those trucks being single-unit trucks.  

politan Area. It is part of the 27,000 mile “Primary Freight Network.” I-25 is 
the principal freight carrier in the region, and it also has the highest truck-car-
rying profile. On average, in the Pikes Peak MPO the north segment of I-25 
carries Average Daily Traffic volumes (ADT) of 37,000 vehicles, with 11% of 
that traffic being trucks. Of those trucks, 35% are Single Unit Trucks (SUTs). 
The central segments of I-25 carry an ADT volume of 103,000 vehicles, with 
8% truck traffic. Of those trucks traveling the central segments of I-25, 42% 
are SUTs. The southern segment of I-25 carries an ADT volume of 70,000 ve-
hicles, with 10% being trucks. Like the northern segment of the roadway, 35% 
of the trucks on the southern segment are SUTs. As reflected in the ADT data 
above, there is a “bulge” located in the middle of the I-25 corridor where the 
region has a denser development pattern and more traffic. 

US Highway 24 

US Highway 24 is an east/west corridor. Within the Pikes Peak Metropolitan 
Area it spans approximately 62.7 miles (one-way) across Teller and El Paso 
Counties. US 24 west, largely in Teller County, has an ADT of 21,000 vehicles 
with 3% truck traffic. Of the truck traffic on this segment, over half (51%) 
are SUTs. The US 24 central segment (primarily within the City of Colorado 
Springs) has an ADT of 38,000 vehicles, with 7% trucks and 59% of the trucks 
are SUTs. The US 24 east segment has an ADT of approximately 15,000 vehi-
cles with 8% truck traffic and 60% of the trucks are SUTs. 

State Highway 94 

SH 94 is an east/west corridor extending from United States Highway 24 east 
for 35.5 miles (one-way) in the Pikes Peak Metropolitan Area.  The western-
most segment of this highway has a volume of 8,000 ADT with 4% trucks; and 
60% of the truck traffic is SUTs. The easternmost segment is less traveled, 
with a volume of 1,600 ADT and 10% truck traffic. Of the truck traffic, 41% are 
SUTs. 

State Highway 21 (Powers Boulevard)

SH 21, locally identified as Powers Boulevard, is a north-south highway ap-
proximately 33 miles long within the PPACG region. The northernmost seg-
ment has a volume of 8,000 ADT with 6% truck traffic, and 41% of the trucks 
identified as SUTs. The central segment has approximately 48,000 ADT with 
6% truck traffic and 66% of these trucks being SUTs. The southern segment 
of the SH 21 corridor has a volume of 27,000 ADT with 6% truck traffic and 
approximately 64% of the trucks are SUTs. 
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weight of over 10,000 pounds and used primarily for transporting freight. Vir-
tually every type and quantity of freight in the region is moved using commer-
cial vehicles. Certain sectors of our economy, including agriculture, oil and gas 
distribution, depend heavily on commercial vehicles for both interstate and 
intrastate movement. With this reliance on commercial vehicles, it is essential 
that the region provide an adequate roadway system to ensure the efficient 
transportation of goods.

Within the City of Colorado Springs, truck traffic is limited to specific truck 
routes adopted by the City of Colorado Springs City Council. El Paso Coun-
ty does not specifically designate truck routes; rather, the county allows 
truck traffic on all roadways within the county except those roads that have 
weight-restricted bridges. Other governmental agencies in the Pikes Peak re-
gion also typically follow the same policy as El Paso County. Figure 12-2 shows 
truck routes in the Pikes Peak region. 

To better understand truck usage of roadways in the Pikes Peak region, CDOT’s 
roads were examined as a “first stop” in studying freight mobility and truck 
use in El Paso and Teller Counties. These studies focused on seven CDOT high-
ways, both federal and state roads, in the region and include Interstate 25 and 
US 24 and State Highways 21, 67, 85, 94, and 115. Examination of truck data 
suggests that the truck share of traffic in the Pikes Peak region ranges from 
a low of 4% to a high of 11% of vehicles using the roads. In addition, there is 
a clear urban/rural dividing line with urban roadways carrying greater total 
traffic, but with a lower truck volumes, and rural roadways carrying lower total 
traffic, but with a higher percentage volume of trucks. 

Other distinctions exist, such as the more rural the roadway in the Pikes Peak 
region, the higher the percentage of Multiple Unit Trucks (MUTs) using the 
roadway as a proportion of all trucks in the region. Geography also impacts 
the type of vehicle used; for example, the more mountainous the terrain, the 
higher the usage of Single Unit Trucks (SUT) instead of MUTs.

To better understand traffic, a rough measure of truck Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) was calculated using the sum of segment length and the average truck 
traffic from the data. Not surprisingly, the highest truck VMT route was I-25 
followed by US 24 and SH-21.

KEY TRUCK ROUTES IN THE PIKES PEAK REGION

Interstate 25

Interstate 25 is the federal interstate in the Pikes Peak region, running north/
south for approximately 47.5 miles (one-way) through the Pikes Peak Metro-



STATE AND REGIONAL COMMODITY MOVEMENT

Despite the availability of alternate transportation modes, it is projected 
that trucks will remain the dominate transportation mode for moving freight 
throughout Colorado. As shown in Table 12-1, trucks were used to ship ap-
proximately 99% of freight tonnage in the Pikes Peak region 2010, and truck-
ing is expected to continue to be the dominate regional shipping choice over 
the next two decades, experiencing only a slight decrease in tonnage trans-
ported by 2040. When based on value, trucking’s share of freight movement 
in the region is predicted to slightly increase from 99.5% in 2010 to 99.8% in 
2040 of all commodities transported in the region.

Alternative forms of commodity transportation do exist and include rail, pipe-
line and air. In terms of the types of commodities shipped, the top rail com-
modity (based on weight) is coal, representing 81% of all rail freight tonnage 
transported. Pipeline is another transportation alternative that is similarly 
dominated by a single commodity; 80% of all pipeline tonnage transported 
is coal NEC (e.g., coke). Air freight transportation is dominated by electron-
ics and mixed freight, which represent the largest share of freight tonnage 
shipped by air, at 18% and 14%, respectively.

Pipeline in Colorado is also dominated by coal NEC from a value perspective. 
For rail and air, however, export commodities vary when ranked by value, and 
differ somewhat when direction is considered. No freight is shipped by air 
between points in Colorado, but transportation equipment, pharmaceuticals, 
electronics, precision instruments, and machinery are some of the top com-
modities moved by air to and from points outside Colorado. Top rail imports 
include motorized vehicles, textiles/leathers, and base metals. Top exports 
include coal, alcoholic beverages, and base metal articles.

FREIGHT MOVEMENT IN THE PPACG REGION

To better understand what these overall freight figures encompass, the top 
commodities originating from PPACG were identified, using 2010 data. The 
figures below identify the region’s top import and export commodities ranked 
by weight and value. The figures also provides projections for 2040. 

Exports

Figure 12-3 identifies broken stone, gravel, and sand represent 55% of the 
region’s share and are the region’s top commodity in tonnage. Over time, the 
domination of these commodities is projected to diminish and other commod-
ities will account for a larger share of the overall freight weight. For example, 

Marksheffel Road

Marksheffel Road runs primarily north-south from Woodmen Rd. south to 
Bradley Rd., a distance of about 13 miles. North of Barnes Rd. it has 12,000 
ADT, with 13% truck traffic and all of those trucks being single-unit trucks. 
South of Space Village Ave. it has 9,000 ADT, with 14% truck traffic and all of 
those trucks being single-unit trucks.

Palmer Park Boulevard

Palmer Park Boulevard extends east from Uintah St. about five and a half miles 
to Peterson Rd. West of Powers Blvd. it has 12,500 ADT, with 12% truck traffic 
and all of those trucks being single-unit trucks. West of Academy Blvd. it has 
8,000 ADT, with 8% truck traffic and 98% of those trucks being single-unit 
trucks.

Platte Avenue

Platte Avenue extends east from Cascade Ave. a little under six miles to 
Powers Blvd. where it becomes US 24. West of Union Blvd. it has 18,500 ADT, 
with 5% truck traffic and 96% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. West of 
Powers Blvd. it has 30,500 ADT, with 8% truck traffic and 96% of those trucks 
being single-unit trucks.

Stetson Hills Boulevard

Stetson Hills Boulevard extends east from Austin Bluffs Pkwy. about three 
miles to Marksheffel Rd. West of Powers Blvd. it has 16,000 ADT, with 4% truck 
traffic and 94% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. West of Marksheffel 
Rd. it has 7,500 ADT, with 4% truck traffic and 97% of those trucks being sin-
gle-unit trucks.

Union Boulevard

Union Boulevard runs primarily north-south from Powers Blvd. south to S. 
Circle Dr., a distance of about 13 miles. West of Powers Blvd. it has 8,000 ADT, 
with 8% truck traffic and 97% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. North of 
Platte Ave., it has 12,000 ADT, with 13% truck traffic and 99% of those trucks 
being single-unit trucks.

Woodmen Road

Woodmen Road runs east-west from I-25 to US 24, about 12 miles. East of I-25 
it has 38,500 ADT, with 14% truck traffic and 97% of those trucks being sin-
gle-unit trucks. East of Powers Blvd. it has 24,500 ADT, with 12% truck traffic 
and 99% of those trucks being single-unit trucks.
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Austin Bluffs Parkway

Austin Bluffs Parkway extends east from I-25 a little over four miles to Acade-
my Blvd. where it turns north for another five miles to Woodmen Rd. At I-25, 
Austin Bluffs Parkway has 31,500 ADT, with 11% truck traffic and 96% of those 
trucks being single-unit trucks. East of Academy Blvd, Austin Bluffs Parkway 
has a traffic volume of 29,500 ADT with 8% truck traffic and 95% of all truck 
being single-unit trucks.

Barnes Road

Barnes Road extends east from Austin Bluffs Parkway almost four miles to 
Marksheffel Road. West of Powers Blvd. it has 15,500 ADT, with 16% truck 
traffic and 99% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. 

Briargate Parkway

Briargate Parkway extends east from I-25 almost four miles to Powers Blvd. 
West of Powers Blvd. it has 10,500 ADT, with 8% truck traffic and 98% of those 
trucks being single-unit trucks.

Garden of the Gods Road

Austin Bluffs Parkway extends west from I-25 a little over two miles to 30st St. 
At I-25 Garden of the Gods Rd. has 31,000 ADT, with 5% truck traffic and 94% 
of those trucks being single-unit trucks. 

Carefree Circle North

N. Carefree Circle extends east from Academy Blvd. a little over four miles to 
Marksheffel Rd. East of Academy Blvd. it has 16,000 ADT, with 10% truck traffic 
and 99% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. West of Powers Blvd. it has 
15,000 ADT, with 4% truck traffic and 95% of those trucks being single-unit trucks. 

Constitution Avenue

Constitution Avenue extends east from Paseo Rd. about eight miles to US 24. 
West of Academy Blvd. it has 11,500 ADT, with 2% truck traffic and 92% of 
those trucks being single-unit trucks. West of Marksheffel Rd. it has 12,000 
ADT, with 8% truck traffic and all of those trucks being single-unit trucks.

Hancock Expressway

Hancock Expwy. runs primarily north-south from US 24 (Martin Luther King 
Parkway) south to Bradley Rd, a distance of about five miles. East of Academy 
Blvd. it has 18,500 ADT, with 8% truck traffic and 97% of those trucks being 
single-unit trucks.



of the commodity as an export in the PPACG region.  Solid state semiconduc-
tors were the PPACG’s region’s top export value commodity in 2010, repre-
senting 25.2% of the region’s exports.  This commodity export is projected to 
approach 86.2% of all commodities exported from the PPACG region by 2040, 
dwarfing the other commodity shares of export value. 
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Table 12-2. Summary of Pikes Peak Regional Truck Routes (by Roadway Segment)

Roadway From To Segment Miles Truck % Trucks 
SUT

Trucks 
MUT

Average 
Segement 

AADT 
(2013)

Truck 
VMT

I-25
Monument Rockrimmon 1 10 11 1,450 2,700 36,750 42,002

Rockrimmon Academy Blvd. (S) 2 18 8 3,563 4,825 103,375 150,455
Academy Blvd. (S) El Paso County Line (S) 3 16 10 2,363 4,350 69,500 110,048

US 24

Teller County Line (W) Manitou Springs 1 37 3 361 352 21,227 26,208
Manitou Springs Peterson Road 2 11 7 1,493 1,026 37,938 28,613
Peterson Road Judge Orr Road 3 10 8 700 472 15,400 11,852
Judge Orr Road El Paso County Line (N) 4 28 10 170 379 5,367 15,279

SH 94
Marksheffel Rd. Colorado 

Springs
Peyton Road 1 9 4 198 133 8,425 2,820

Peyton Road El Paso County Line (E) 2 26 10 53 103 1,592 4,070

SH 21
El Paso County Line (N) Shoup Road 1 10 6 195 285 8,350 4,737

Shoup Road Platte Avenue 2 13 6 1,983 1,007 48,000 39,988
Platte Avenue SH 16 3 10 6 1,111 619 27,400 16,900

US 85 B Street at I-25
Charter Oak Ranch Dr. 

Fountain
1 9 5 421 272 14,127 6,504

SH 115 Teller County Line (W) Nevada Avenue 1 19 4 473 518 24,467 18,339

SH 67
Teller County Line (N) Woodland Park, CO 1 12 4 197 113 7,433 3,795

Divide, CO Victor, CO 2 24 5 93 73 3,233 3,994

solid state semiconductors represent 0.6% of the tonnage among the top 
commodities in 2012. By 2040, this share is expected to reach 11%. Concrete 
products are also likely to represent a greater share of overall tonnage in 
2040, 13.6% as compared to 7.8% in 2010. 

When analyzed based on value, today solid state semiconductors account for a 
quarter share of freight value in the Pikes Peak region. It is estimated that the 
value share of solid state semiconductors will grow in the region and increase 
its share value and will hold 86.2% of the region’s total value by 2040.

Export commodity tonnage in the PPACG region slightly differs than the rest of 
the state with the largest gross tonnage export commodity being construction 
aggregate, representing 55% of today’s export tonnage in the PPACG region. 

Over time, the domination of construction aggregate as the region’s largest ex-
port commodity is projected to diminish, and other commodities such as solid 
state semiconductors will assume a greater share of the region’s total freight 
export tonnage. Today, solid state semiconductors represent less than 1% of 
the region’s export tonnage, however, it is expected that the export market for 
this commodity will grow to represent 11% of the region’s total export market 
by 2040. Concrete products are also likely to represent a greater share of the 
region’s overall export tonnage growing from today’s market share of 7.8% to 
13.6% in 2040. 

The relative dominance of solid state semiconductors as the state’s burgeon-
ing top share export value commodity over time is consistent with the growth 

Figure 12-3. Pikes Peak Region’s Top Export Commodities by Weight (tons)

2,731,926

2,161,219

1,145,248

689,797

598,018

252,308

49,594

1,272,472

2010

Broken Stone or Riprap

Gravel or Sand

Warehouse & Distribution
Center
Concrete Products

Ready-mix Concrete, Wet

Processed Milk

Solid State
Semiconductors
Other Commodities

4,429,669

2,625,636

1,135,3502,240,681

1,563,233

187,317

1,818,031

2,490,411

2040

Broken Stone or Riprap

Gravel or Sand

Warehouse & Distribution
Center
Concrete Products

Ready-mix Concrete, Wet

Processed Milk

Solid State
Semiconductors
Other Commodities



chapter twelve. freight + commodity flows 12-8

its share of value is expected to increase by 2040 while most other top com-
modities are likely to decrease. Among the top commodities in terms of value, 
electronic data processing equipment, solid state semiconductors, radio or TV 
transmitting equipment and pharmaceuticals are also expected to increase 
their relative shares of import value into the state.

16.4% of the region’s total import tonnage by 2040. Like Colorado, warehouse 
and distribution center tonnage is also expected to increase its relative impor-
tance, reaching 9.5% of all import tonnage by 2040.

Warehouse and distribution center commodities also account for a relatively 
larger share of total import value in the state, 6.67% in 2010. Not surprisingly, 

Imports

Figure 12-5 and Figure 12-6 show the region’s top import commodities by 
weight and value. Nearly 8 million total tons of goods are imported into the 
PPACG region every year. Ready-mix concrete represents the largest share of 
import tonnage at 13.4%, and its import volume is expected to increase to 

Figure 12-4. Pikes Peak Region’s Top Export Commodities by Value (dollars) Figure 12-5. Pikes Peak Region’s Top Import Commodities by Weight (tons) Figure 12-6. Pikes Peak Region’s Top Import Commodities by Value (dollars)
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Warehouse & Distribution
Center
Misc. Prim Nonferrous Smelter
Products
Motor Vehicles

Drugs

Cash Grain, NEC

Electronic Data Processing
Equipment
Solid State Semiconductors

Radio or TV Transmitting
Equipment
Other Commodities
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INTERMODAL CONNECTORS

Although there are no intermodal facilities in the Pikes Peak region, several 
truck terminals and distribution centers do exist and generate concentrated 
volumes of freight traffic. Intermodalism is the concept that binds all trans-
portation modes together so that people and freight can be transported in 
the most efficient manner possible. Beyond the basic travel needs of Colorado 
Springs area residents, there are additional travel considerations for moving 
freight on rail, truck and planes and for personal inter-regional travel via bus, 
rail, and plane. Fixed-route transit (bus system) providers and specialized 
transportation (door-to-door or curb-to-curb) providers are discussed in previ-
ous sections of this chapter.

OTHER MODES OF FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION

While trucking is clearly the dominant mode for transporting freight in the 
state and Pikes Peak region, other transportation modes do exist and support 
the region’s freight transportation network. The following section discusses 
alternative modes.

Rail

Although rail accounts for a very small percentage of overall freight mov-
ing in and out of the Pike’s Peak region there are two “Class-One” railroads 
operating here: Burlington-Northern-Santa-Fe (BNSF) and Union Pacific. BNSF 
possesses the primary trackage rights through the region but it also has an 
agreement to share the line located just south of Colorado Springs with Union 
Pacific Railroad.  A class-one railroad is defined as a railroad with annual gross 
operating revenues of $50 million or more. The existing rail system for the 
Colorado Springs metropolitan area is illustrated in Figure 12-8. 

Two tracks enter El Paso County on its northern boundary and continue to the 
Town of Palmer Lake where they connect as the Joint Line. The Joint Line is a 
single track shared by both railroads that continues through Colorado Springs 
and Security/Widefield. The track then separates into two single lines near 
the City of Fountain. Several spur lines are located within the Colorado Springs 
metropolitan area, these include:
• Service to the Martin Drake and Birdsall Power Plants;
• Service to Fort Carson; and
• Service to Garden of the Gods Road industrial area near Chestnut Street.

Within the region, the addition of rail crossings is very unlikely over the 24-
year planning horizon. The increasing roadway traffic and potential at-grade 

May 2013, 22,670 heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers were licensed in the 
state; with an average annual salary of $43,300; the median hourly wage for 
heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers was $20.23. 

Like the trucking industry, rail also supports employment in the state. According 
to the Association of American Railroads, the 14 freight railroads in Colorado 
employ 2,973 employees with annual wage and benefits averaging $113,220. 

Pipelines also support a number of jobs. Specifically, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS) (May 2013) identifies 15,220 Derrick, Rotary Drill, Service Unit 
Operators, Oil, Gas, and Mining works in Colorado. The median hourly wage in 
these industries is $24.23 and the annual mean wage is $55,490. 

Based on value, petroleum refining products and warehouse and distribution 
center commodities represent the largest share, roughly 5% each. The relative 
share of import value is expected to change over time, however. For example, 
solid state semiconductors are projected to move from 1.3% to 16.7% of total 
import value in the PPACG region between 2010 and 2040. Figure 12-7 shows 
a summary of freight modal shipment shares by weight and value.

Freight Movement Employment

In addition to the importance of the trucking industry to the overall move-
ment of freight in the state and region, it is also important to note that it is an 
important component of the employment sector for Colorado residents. In 

Figure 12-7. Summary of Freight Modal Shipment Shares by Weight and Value
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Figure 12-8. Regional Rail Network
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Aviation

The Colorado Springs Metropolitan Area is served by three general aviation/
public use airports: 
• Colorado Springs (Municipal) Airport, 
• Meadow Lake Airport,  
• Springs East Airport. 

Additionally, the PPACG region is home to 4 military/non-public use air facili-
ties:  
• United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) Air Field
• Bullseye Auxiliary Airstrip (USAFA Training Field) east of Ellicott
• Fort Carson – Butts Air Field
• Peterson Air Force Base (located at the Colorado Springs Airport)

Military air facilities are important to note in the region due to the volume of 
air traffic they generate and the airspace they control. Figure 12-10, identifies 
the region’s air facilities, with the exception of the USAFA Bullseye Auxiliary 
training field, east of the town of Ellicott.

The following provides greater detail on the PPACG region’s three general avia-
tion/public use airports.

Colorado Springs Airport

The Colorado Springs Airport (COS) is owned and operated by the City of Colo-
rado Springs as a unit of the City of Colorado Springs. The FAA’s National Plan 
of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) classifies the Colorado Springs Airport 
as a primary commercial service airport.

COS is located in the southeast portion of the City of Colorado Springs, with 
its boundaries extending into El Paso County. Its elevation is 6,183 feet above 
sea level. The airport operates three runways: two north-south runways and 
one crosswind runway. A 12-gate terminal building, expandable to 20 gates, 
was completed in 1994. COS serves as the primary public/commercial service 

conflicts would likely prevent the railroad company from receiving approval of 
additional crossings. Due to the increased safety issues with at-grade cross-
ings, the railroads and a number of communities with at-grade crossings have 
been exploring the possibility of constructing grade-separated interchanges.

Pikes Peak Region Rail Crossings

A total of 170 rail crossings exist within the metropolitan planning area. The 
majority of these crossings are located along the class-one rail lines. The re-
maining crossings are located along classification yards and spurs to the main 
lines. Table 12- 3 summarizes the number of rail crossing facilities classified as 
grade-separated and at-grade as well as subcategorized as public and private. 
Grade-separated facilities are categorized as crossing under or over the rail 
line.

Colorado State Rail Plan

The Colorado Department of Transportation has a state rail plan completed in 
March 2012 that will be integrated into the Statewide Long Range Multimodal 
Transportation Plan. CDOT’s mission is “to provide the best multimodal trans-
portation system for Colorado that most effectively and safely moves people, 
goods and information.” The state rail plan provides guidance for investing 
in future rail needs and present ways to enhance passenger and freight rail 
development to support economic growth and environmental sustainability.

Additional information on this effort, including a draft list of potential freight 
and passenger rail projects, can be found here. Figure 12-9 shows rail line 
ownership in Colorado

Table 12-4. Airport Operations (2008-2013)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Enplaned Passengers 998,347 929,600 863,407 814,336 822,008 650,529
Aircraft Operations 145,333 145,012 140,047 131,238 134,070 127,656
Landed Weight (in thousands) 1,295,914 1,148,138 1,134,849 1,120,533 1,150,438 913,555

airport for the region and is also home to Peterson Air Force Base. COS is 
conveniently located near I-25 and is within easy driving distances to various 
Colorado cities and tourist attractions. 

Since 2004, aircraft operations have decreased. Figure 12-11 shows the 
change in aircraft operations between 2004 and 2013. Departures decreased 
approximately 6% between 2009 and 2010.

The number of enplaned passengers, aircraft operations, landed weight, 
and freight and mail for the years 2008 to 2013, as reported in the Colorado 
Springs Airport 2013 Financial Statement, is presented in Table 12-4. 

Meadow Lake Airport

Meadow Lake Airport is located 3.5 miles east of Colorado Springs’ city limits 
near the intersection of US 24 and Judge Orr Road. The Federal Aviation 
Administration has designated this privately owned facility as a reliever to the 
Colorado Springs Airport. 

Springs East Airport (CSEA)

Springs East Airport is located on Ellicott Road between US-24 and SH-94 in El 

Table 12-3. Rail Crossing Inventory

Crossings Percent
Grade Separated
Public-Underpass of Rail 29 18%
Public-Overpass of Rail 21 12%
   Subtotal 50 30%
At-Grade
Public 76 44%
Private 44 26%
   Subtotal 120 70%
Total 170

Figure 12-11. Aircraft Departures (2004-2013)
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Figure 12-9. Rail Line Ownership in Colorado
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Figure 12-10. Airports in the Pikes Peak Region



chapter twelve. freight + commodity flows 12-14

Figure 12-12. Colorado Springs Municipal Airport Master Plan
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Paso County, approximately 16 miles east of Colorado Springs. Located on 261 
acres, CSEA is a General Aviation Airport with Class “G” airspace with three 
runways, two north/south and one west/east with 8,760 annual landings. 


